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AUGUST ROSE GROWING 

Written by HENRY SEILER, the 8th installment of 12 articles he wrote in 
2008 for The Pensacola Rose Newsletter.  Henry received the “Award of 
Merit” for Rose Growing Series from The American Rose Society for these 
12 articles.  

Well, Gulf Coast rosarians, what can be more frustrating than rose growing in July? You 

guessed it. Rose growing in August. The July temperatures were rather typical for the 

month with each day being a ditto of the one before. Hot and Humid. The day 

temperatures averaged a degree higher than the 91, which is normal for July, and the 

latter part of the month saw the night temperatures averaging in the upper seventies. 

And, although July is characteristically a very wet month, we received only 5.52 inches 

of rain. This is two and a half inches below the 8.02 inches which is normal for July. We 

are at present 6.25 inches below normal for 2008, which continues to follow the trend of 

recent years. Last year at this time, we were 16 inches below normal for the year. 

Although July was hot and humid, August, whose days are dedicated to the dog, 

normally sees temperatures averaging a degree hotter and with higher humidity. The 

weather prediction for the first seven days of August is calling for hotter and dryer 

weather with temperatures averaging in the middle nineties with the heat index between 

100 and 110. All of this contributes to the summer doldrums, which affects both roses 

and rosarians. Although the miserable weather conditions we experience in August 

make it difficult to be enthusiastic about rose growing, we have to keep a positive 

attitude and continue to perform our duties, keeping in mind the positive results we’ll 

see in the fall. And, as I always say, a true rosarian is one who loves his roses in August 

as much as he does in April. Well, almost as much. The roses are going to do their part. 

But they need our help. Keeping our roses healthy through the dog days of August will 

mean more beautiful roses in the cooler days of October and November. And the health 

and vigor of our roses in the fall is largely determined by the amount of water they 

received during the summer and how well they were protected from pests and 

disease. First on the list of our duties in August is to keep our roses well watered. Don’t 

let the afternoon thundershowers fool you into thinking your roses are getting sufficient 

water. These quickie-type showers really don’t supply much moisture to the soil as it 

doesn’t take long for the intense heat that follows to dry things out. What we need are 

good soaking rains that add at least 0.25 to 0.5 inches at a time. So check the soil 

frequently. If the soil feels dry, then water. Potted roses need to be watered every day. 

Those in small pots that receive full sun would benefit from being watered twice daily. 

As the air temperature climbs, so does the soil temperature, which averages highest in 

August. Check your mulch to make sure you have a good thick layer of insulation to 

keep the soil temperature as low as possible. A thick mulch reduces the amount of 
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thermal energy that penetrates the soil and amount of moisture that evaporates from the 

soil. This helps reduce heat stress. Heat stress symptoms are seen in the wilting of the 

some of the young tender foliage and drooping of the terminal 

buds. Some of the older leaves will turn crisp on the edges and 

some of the lower leaves will fall off. Some varieties are more 

vulnerable than others. Some varieties just don’t seem to adapt 

well to the dog days of August. But they always rebound when the 

weather cools. As your mulch breaks down, add more to replace it. Keep it loose and 

friable for good water percolation. 

As the blackspot and humidity peak in August, so does the threat of our number one 

nemesis, blackspot. Continue to spray with your favorite fungicide. Don’t let the 

weather predictions of the possibility of thunder showers keep you from spraying. As 

long as the spray has had a chance to dry for an hour or so before it rains it will be 

effective. And remember, fungicides can only prevent blackspot, they cannot cure it. 

The spray must be on the leaves to prevent the microscopic spores from germinating 

and penetrating the leaf tissue. So don’t wait for the black spots to appear on the leaves 

before you decide to spray. The fungicides of choice for most local rosarians are the 

systemic fungicide Propiconazole (Banner Max, Honor Guard) and the contact 

fungicide Mancozeb (Manzate, Dithane, Pentathlon, Fore). Some rosarians rotate 

between the two, spraying one week with the systemic fungicide and the following week 

with the contact fungicide. Others, including myself, combine the two fungicides in the 

same spray. Just be sure to follow the recommended dosage and don’t exceed it. Some 

rosarians rotate the systemic fungicide Banner Max with other systemic fungicides like 

Cleary’s 3336F or Compass, just to keep the fungus guessing. Systemic fungicides 

attack a single specific site in the life cycle of the fungus and a single mutation could 

allow the fungus to develop resistance. So, rotating is not such a bad idea. Mancozeb 

is a contact fungicide and is contained in Manzate, Pentathion, Dithane and Fore. 

Contact fungicides have a multi-site mode of action and the fungus doesn’t easily 

develop resistance to them. 

Continue to patrol the garden. Examine the undersides of the leaves for spider mites. 

This is a favorite time of the year for spider mites (I’m beginning to believe that anytime 

of the year is their favorite time). Let’s just say they prefer it HOT and DRY. They 

reproduce and spread more rapidly in hot weather when rosarians are more relaxed and 

less likely to spot them. Rain doesn’t get rid of them, it only slows their progress. They 

hate water. If spider mites are detected, spray the undersides of the leaves with water, 

using the hose or a high-pressured water wand. Dedicated rosarians wash the 

undersides of their bushes weekly. This is especially important if you use insecticides 

on a regular basis. As I have mentioned before, spraying with insecticides encourages 

spider mites. If you have a heavy spider mite infestation like some of us had after the 
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Memorial Day Rose Show and washing the leaves is not sufficient you may want to 

follow up with a good miticide like Avid or Floramite. Or you may want to invest in 

Forbid, the new miticide/ovicide from Bayer which kills the adult mites as well as the 

eggs. It is also translaminar which means it penetrates the upper surface of the leaf and 

travels to the lower surface. So you can spray it on top of the leaves and it kills the 

mites underneath. The price is $269.95 for an 8 oz. bottle which is $30 cheaper than 

last year. But for the same price you could purchase a quart bottle of Floramite, or a 

pint of Floramite and 8 oz. of Avid. Combine Floramite with Avid and wave goodbye 

to spider mites (at least for a while). Why did we have such a huge spider mite problem 

following the Memorial Day Rose Show? Because we wanted to enter our roses in the 

rose show and we wanted them to be clean and free from insect damage. So, for about 

two weeks before the show we were spraying heavily with insecticide. Some 

insecticides are hard on the natural predators of the spider mites and this disrupts the 

delicate balance. Washing the bottoms of the leaves weekly with a high-pressured 

water wand keeps the spider mites from progressing, and, in many cases, eliminates 

the need for miticides. 

This is also perfect weather for corn earworms which drill tiny holes in the young buds. 

They are active in our area from April to December but, in my garden, they 

peaked in the latter part of June and destroyed over 90% of the buds. Over 

the years, Bud Worms, as they are known to most rosarians, have 

become resistant to the carbamates like 50% liquid Sevin that we used in 

the past with pretty good success. The recommendation now is systemic 

pyrethroids which include Talstar, Tempo, Mavrik and Astro, the oldest 

of which is Mavrik. Tempo is contained in Bayer Advanced Garden Rose & Flower 

Insect Killer. I have been using Talstar which seems to have gotten them under 

control. Be sure to mist the buds only. Do not spray the entire bush. We don’t want to 

kill off the beneficial insects. There are also biological controls which are not 

supposed to affect the beneficial insects. These are Thuricide (Bacillus thuringiensis) 

or Bt and Dipel Pro DF. 

The omnipresent Thrips seem to be with us eternally. They are by far the most difficult 

insect pests to control. They are small and difficult to see but it is not difficult to see the 

damage they do to our blooms. Over the years thrips, like corn earworms, have 

become increasingly more and more resistant to the older insecticides like Malathion, 

Cygon, Diazenon, and Isotox that we used in the past to control them. The newer 

insecticides are effective but, like telling your wife you love her, they have little residual 

and must be repeated often. Also, it would be wise to purchase two different types and 

alternate them to discourage resistance. Among the more effective chemicals are 

Conserve (one of the best but with short residual activity), Merit, Talstar, Avid, and 

97% Orthene. A thrips cocktail which includes Talstar and Azatin, an insect growth 
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regulator, offers good control. To effectively control thrips its best to start spraying the 

buds before they begin to open. Be sure to spray the buds and blooms ONLY (not the 

entire bush) every three days. Good luck and keep an extra eye out for spider mites. 

Should we fertilize in August or give our roses a rest? Or should I say give ourselves 

a rest? Giving the roses a rest only makes them lazy and it’s harder to get them back in 

the fast lane come fall. And, like people, they love to eat. If you were generous with the 

organics in June your roses are probably well nourished and healthy at this time. If you 

have been applying only dry, inorganic fertilizers you probably should go ahead and 

make another application. Roses respond more favorably to lighter, more frequent 

applications, like ½ cup every 2 weeks. If your roses seem a little sluggish it’s because 

of the midsummer doldrums. To help them snap out of it and perk up a little why not 

treat them to, let’s call it a late summer tonic. In a 32-gallon garbage can mix 2 cups 

of K-Gro 15-30-15 (or some other water-soluble fertilizer), 2 cups of fish emulsion, 

two cups of Epsom salts and two cups of sequestrene chelated iron. Optional: One 

or two cups of Response or Liquid Karma would do wonders. Fill with water and apply 

one or two gallons per large bush in the bed and one half gallon per mini.  Apply less to 

potted roses. For best results repeat in two weeks. I have been continuing the liquid 

fertilizing through the summer with great results. 

In late August or early September, our roses should be ready for their third application 

of organics. By applying organics in August, it gives the soil organisms’ time to break it 

down and make it available to the plants in October and November. Barnes Feed Store 

on old Palafox Hwy stocks several Espoma products. Espoma Rose-Tone and 

Espoma Plant-Tone contain several types of organic fertilizers premixed. The Espoma 

Rose-Tone is packaged in 25 pound bags only but the Espoma Plant-Tone is 

packaged in 25 and 50 pound bags. For those who like to mix their own, the individual 

ingredients can be purchased at Barnes, including Alfalfa meal, cottonseed meal, 

soybean meal, fishmeal, kelp meal, blood meal, milorganite, and all types of 

manure. 

Another August chore is to stake and tie your large bushes if you haven’t done so 

already. We use rebar, purchased at Home Depot, and sometimes wooden stakes 

when available. For ties we use panty hose or the 1 inch heavy duty plant tie that 

comes in rolls. 

Our final chore comes in the last week of August when we start getting our bushes 

ready for their Fall Fling by removing dead wood, spindly growth and diseased foliage. 

Check your ties to make sure the bushes are secure. If you are cutting roses for 

bouquets this month cut short stems. When pruning spent blooms leave as much 

healthy foliage as possible. The more foliage we have at pruning time the more vigorous 



5 
 

growth we will have later. So, until fall pruning, we should cut short stems when cutting 

blooms. 

When should fall pruning begin? That depends on when you want your roses to bloom. 

You may want to prune for the Deep South District Convention and Rose Show in 

Birmingham on October 11, in which case you would start pruning in the third and fourth 

week of August. If you are pruning for a rose show on November 1 you would start 

pruning in the first and second week of September. Varieties that take a long time to 

bloom like Big Ben, Uncle Joe, Olympiad, Europeana, Sexy Rexy, and climbing roses 

should be pruned first. More about Fall Grooming next month. 

Enjoy your August roses and share them with others, especially those who are not able 

to grow roses themselves. I’m sure they won’t mind the small size, short stems, and the 

minor blemishes that the stresses of summer bring. To the August rosarian, keep cool, 

think Autumn, and give your roses LOTS OF WATER and the extra TLC they need to 

get them through these dog days of August. They will thank you in October. Happy 

Rose Growing in August!   


