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JUNE ROSE GROWING 

Written by Henry Seiler, the 6th installment of 12 articles he wrote in 2008 
for The Pensacola Rose Newsletter.  Henry received the “Award of Merit” 
for Rose Growing Series from the American Rose Society for these 12 
articles.  

Well Gulf Coast Rosarians, the glorious month of May is over and we’re at the start of 

another Pensacola summer. I think May was more glorious for beach goers than for 

rosarians as it was hotter than normal with rain falling on only a couple of occasions. 

The extended hot, dry conditions puts more stress on rosarians to get enough water on 

their roses to satisfy their requirements at a time when water conservation is being 

preached in the pulpits, not to mention the water bill. We did get about three inches of 

rain in May which is about an inch and a half short of the norm. We are at present about 

three and a half inches below normal for the year. This is quite an improvement over 

last year when we received only one inch of rain in May and we were 11 inches below 

normal for the year. Who knows what the summer of 2008 has in store. One thing you 

can count on is heat and humidity. The prediction for the first seven days of June calls 

for daily highs to reach 90+ degrees with the lows to average in the middle seventies 

(more like August) and very little chance of afternoon thundershowers. 

So what should we expect from our roses in the month of June and what should be our 

duties for the month? Our chores in June should actually be a continuation of May but 

with the increasing heat and humidity it will take a little more effort and commitment to 

get things done. The roses are going to do THEIR thing, so it’s up to us, the rosarians, 

to do OUR thing to get the most out of them. First and foremost on the list of June rose 

chores is to keep our roses well watered. We can’t depend on those pop-up afternoon 

showers to supply enough water. High temperatures cause enormous amounts of 

moisture to evaporate from the bushes. This moisture must be replaced at the same 

rate that it is lost to prevent the bushes from experiencing heat stress. Heat stress 

symptoms include wilting, the edges of the leaves turning brown and crinkled, loss of 

vigor and overall poor growth. In a normal reaction to severe heat stress, the bush will 

enter a quiescent state resulting in standstill growth and a decline in flower production. 

Heat stress can be prevented by keeping our bushes well watered and well mulched. 

Nothing can be done to prevent transpiration of moisture from the leaves, but a good 

heavy mulch can do wonders in preventing the evaporation of moisture from the soil. At 

the same time it prevents the soil from overheating, another factor contributing to heat 

stress. Mulch also prevents the growth of weeds that would otherwise rob the soil of 

moisture and nutrients and cause the rosarian extra work in having to remove them, 

thus contributing to rosarian heat stress. Mulches don’t have to be expensive and fancy. 

Grass clippings, oak leaves and pine needles are excellent, they are free and you’d be 
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helping the environment by putting them to good use and keeping them from occupying 

valuable space in a landfill. AMEN! 

There are varying opinions among Gulf Coast rosarians concerning fertilization 

practices during the summer. Some continue the same heavy feeding program as in the 

spring using biweekly applications of ½ cup of dry granular fertilizer like Red Fox (16- 4-

8) or Lesco’s (17-3-11) alternating with the super wham-o liquid concoction. Others 

fertilize monthly with just the dry granular types and some use only the liquid. And then 

there are some that apply copious amounts of organics in June and let it ride for the rest 

of the summer. There are a small group of rosarians who advocate withholding 

fertilizers during the summer months and giving the roses a rest. There could be a 

selfish motive to this practice as roses don’t get lazy, only rosarians do. One word of 

caution: If you choose to continue the heavy feeding program throughout the summer, 

be willing to sock the water to ‘em or you’ll cause root burn, put the bushes into shock 

and defeat the whole purpose of fertilizing in the first place. Whatever summer program 

you adopt, you can never go wrong with organics. In fact, June is when we are 

scheduled to make our second application of organics (remember, the first application 

was in March). Organic fertilizers include: 1) barnyard manures of all types including 

horse, cow, sheep, chicken and rabbit; 2) meals of all types including alfalfa, 

cottonseed, soybean, kelp, fish, crab, blood, bone and feather; 3) milorganite (we all 

know where that comes from); 4) mushroom compost (which is not composted 

mushrooms but the compost that mushrooms were growing in); 5) humates; and 6) bat 

guano. Some also include Green Sand as a 7th type although it is really inorganic. 

My practice has always been to mix several types in a large tub and apply two or three 

cups around each bush. Apply less to potted roses and minis. Gently mix it into the 

mulch but don’t cultivate deeply. You don’t want to disturb the roots. Then water it in. I 

always try to include alfalfa meal, blood meal, kelp meal, milorganite and fish meal. 

Fish meal is excellent for roses. Barnes Feed Store, who carries most of our organic 

products, now keeps 15 lb. bags of Carl Pool Earth Safe fish meal (10-5-0) in stock. 

Barnes Feed Store also carries the gallon size fish emulsion. If you have a large 

garden you may want to order a 50 lb. bag of fish meal. Call the Pine Forest Saddlery 

Farm and Garden Center at 7801 Pine Forest Road. 944-0196. You have to call and 

order it as they don’t keep it in stock. It stinks up the warehouse. For those with small 

gardens who don’t want to store 50 lbs. of the smelly stuff, Kimbrew-Walters of Grand 

Saline, Texas (1-903-892-2968) sells 5 lb. pails. They also stock a line of other Carl 

Pool products including mono-potassium phosphate which some rosarians apply 

twice a year to increase stem strength. Now, if you want to purchase all your organic 

fertilizers premixed you’re in luck. Barnes now carries 25 and 50 lb. bags of a product 

called Espoma Plant tone and 25 lb. bags of one specially formulated for roses called 

Espoma Rose Tone. Barnes also carries several other Espoma products. Mr. Jim 

Young of H. L. Shealy Co. (803-892- 2651) in Gilbert S.C. also sells a pre-mixed 
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organic special that he formulated and mixes himself. It is called Purely Organic and 

comes in 50 lb. bags. He is one of the venders that sell their products at the mid-winter 

meetings and district and national conventions. So, in January, drive your truck to the 

Deep South district midwinter meeting in Valdosta, Ga and load up with purely organic. 

Mr. Young also carries most of our insecticides, miticides and fungicides as well as 

several hard to get items including messenger, sequestrene chelated iron and sul-

po-mag, a supplement highly cherished by Florida rosarians. And, you can’t beat his 

prices. 

 

Those who saw the roses that made the trophy table at our past Memorial Day Rose 

Shows were able to witness the results of the super wham-o liquid concoction. Yes, 

seeing is believing and we saw some fine specimens. If you have never tried this not-

so-secret formula, why not treat your roses to, let’s call it a pre-summer tonic. In one 

gallon of water mix the following: 1tbs. of water soluble Peters or Miracle Gro; 1tbs. 

of Epsom salts; 1tbs. of fish emulsion and ½ tbs. of sequestrene chelated iron.  

Adding 1 tbs. of Liquid Karma per gal. will give them that extra spark and make them 

show their real stuff. Apply one gallon per large bush and about one quart per mini. I 

usually apply a little less to the potted roses. Make sure the bushes are well hydrated 

before applying. The most expensive items are the sequestrene chelated iron and the 

liquid karma. But, this is really good stuff and our roses are worth it. The liquid feeding 

works best when used as a supplement to the organics and dry granular fertilizer. 

Whatever summer fertilization approach you choose, I’m sure you will see the benefits 

of continuing it through the summer months. Be sure to water well before and after 

fertilizing. 

 

Continue to spray weekly for control of blackspot. The relatively dry May kept 

blackspot at bay. Even the purist who spray with baking soda I’m sure witnessed some 

decline in blackspot this spring (I saw no evidence of blackspot the entire month). Now 

that the temperature and humidity are both on the rise, be sure to stick to a weekly 

spraying routine (you may be able to stretch it out to biweekly if you are using Banner 

Maxx). If you have the time and patience, remove infected leaves from the bushes and 

dispose of them in the garbage can. This helps to keep the spores from spreading to 

healthy leaves. I still think that Banner Maxx (½ tsp. per gal.) sprayed weekly or bi-

weekly alternating with Compass, does the best job. Adding Manzate, Dithane, or 

Pentathlon at 1TBS per gallon to your spray offers added protection. The combination 

of a systemic fungicide like Banner Maxx or Compass with a contact fungicide like 

Manzate offers better protection than using only one or the other. Don’t wait until 

blackspot becomes a serious problem before you start spraying. In order to get quality 

blooms you have to have the raw materials to build quality blooms. These raw materials 

are manufactured in the leaves. The more healthy leaves a bush has, the more raw 



4 
 

materials that it can manufacture. Not only do the leaves supply the raw materials to 

build flowers, they also manufacture the materials for root growth. Also, some of the 

food that plants manufacture in their leaves is used to provide the energy required for 

growth. Sooo, without leaves, a plant has no raw materials for growth and no energy for 

growth. So let’s protect our leaves. Spray to knockout blackspot. 

 

Another threat to our leaves is you guessed it, spider mites. Many rosarians will be 

plagued with spider mites this month. Some have them already. There’s no way to 

completely escape them. They are everywhere. Those who say that they have never 

had spider mites really mean that they have never had a major problem with them. As 

long as climatic conditions and natural predators keep them in check the spider mite 

population will remain low and they won’t progress past the second or third lower row of 

leaves. But high temperatures, low humidity, and high winds combined with a reduction 

in natural predators disrupts the balance in favor of the spider mites. Their population 

increases, they reproduce faster, they start climbing well past the second level of leaves 

and they start spreading to neighboring plants. We must be vigilant. Keep a water wand 

nearby. That should be your first line of defense. In some cases it is the only line of 

defense you will need. The problem is we usually don’t grab the water wand until they 

are beyond the point where they can be successfully controlled with it. Don’t try to 

control them with insecticides. Spraying insecticides actually complicates the situation in 

three ways. It kills natural predators, makes them reproduce faster than normal, and 

causes them to spread to other uninfected bushes. In order to kill spider mites you need 

to spray with a miticide. There are several miticides on the market today. They all have 

different modes of action. Some are effective against adult mites only. Some kill the 

juveniles but not the adults or the eggs. And some are ovicides and kill only the eggs. 

Some are translaminar, meaning you can spray the top of the leaf and it will migrate to 

the lower surface of the leaf where the mites are. Some have restrictions requiring the 

user to restrict its use to only once or twice a growing season. One thing that all 

miticides have in common is they are all expensive. Very expensive. The most popular 

miticide is Avid. When Avid came on the market almost 20 years ago it was heralded to 

be the magic bullet. Dr. Tommy Cairns in his official report to the ARS wrote “There can 

be no doubt that the ‘magic bullet’ has been discovered for the dreaded spider mite of 

those long hot summers. At long last rose growers can relax and stop worrying about 

spider mites.” Claims were made that it had a unique mode of action, was locally 

systemic, had a low degree of phytotoxicity, is compatible with other pesticides, did not 

harm natural predators, and it degrades rapidly and is of no threat to the environment. It 

also claimed that due to its unique mode of action there was no way for spider mites to 

become resistant to it. It said that SPIDER MITES DO NOT BUILD UP IMMUNITY TO 

AVID. Within five years there were already reports of resistance. But, despite its 

vulnerability, Avid still remains one of the better miticides and the one preferred by most 
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rosarians. But it is effective against adult mites only. Three applications, about five days 

apart, are necessary to eradicate them. Or combine it with Hexygon which kills the 

eggs. Floramite, TetraSan and Forbid are supposed to be effective in killing both 

adults and eggs. And, on the line of uninvited pests, guess who’s coming to dinner in 

June? You guessed it. The tiny worm that seems to like young rose buds as well as 

succulent corn kernels. What’s in a name? The corn earworm, also known as the 

tomato fruit worm, bean podworm, cotton bollworm, and sorghum 

headworm has come to compete with the thrips for our buds and 

blooms. Rosarians know them as rose budworms. They seem to 

be confused and don’t know that they are earworms, so they feed 

on hundreds of different plant species. The adult is a moth with a 

wingspan of 1 ½ inches. They fly at the dusk of evenings, feed on the nectar of rose 

flowers and deposit their eggs on the young rose buds. Each moth can lay an average 

of about 1000 eggs which are the size of a common pinhead. They deposit their eggs 

on the green sepals. When the egg hatches, it immediately penetrates the young bud. 

Juice begins to ooze from the puncture wound and the bud usually does not open. If it 

does it is perforated with black holes. Examining the buds daily and removing the tiny 

white eggs is great if you have the time and have good eyesight. Dusting with 10% 

Sevin dust or spraying with 50% wettable Sevin (2 tbs. per gal.) was our control in the 

past. Today, the systemic pyrethroids (Talstar) are usually recommended. The thrips 

will hang around until the last petal falls. Check the lighter colored blooms and if thrips 

are there, you’ll see them moving around. Thrips infect all roses although their presence 

and their damage is more conspicuous in the lighter colored varieties. Misting the 

blooms as soon as they begin to show color every two or three days is the only way to 

control thrips and have untarnished flowers. Believe me. You will enjoy your roses so 

much more. The best approach to preventing budworm damage and managing thrips is 

to alternate insecticides. The insecticides that are supposed to be effective are: 

Conserve, Merit, Talstar, Orthene and Cygon. 

 

Today is also the start of hurricane season which lasts as long as non-hurricane 

season. Make sure your roses are well staked and tied, especially if they are grafted 

onto fortuniana rootstock. It doesn’t have to be an Ivan or a Dennis to cause damage to 

the root system. It’s better to be safe than sorry. I use four foot rebar stakes purchased 

at Home Depot and tie the canes with panty hose or green floral tape. By now your 

bushes should be sending out lots of new basal breaks and low laterals. These new 

tender canes need to be staked and protected from breakage. 

 

As the days get longer and hotter and the nights get shorter and hotter, our blooms will 

get smaller and smaller. There’s nothing that you’ve done wrong. This is normal. Since 

the roses are growing faster, they mature and open faster. They won’t achieve the large 
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size as they did in the spring. But they will again in the cooler weather of the fall when 

the buds take more time to develop. So, don’t expect too much from your roses during 

the summer months, you may be disappointed. A rosarian beautitude appropriate for 

the summer would be one of Howard Walters’ thoughts for the Month: “Blessed is the 

rosarian who expects no rewards for he shall not be disappointed.” Enjoy your June 

roses. Cutting the spent blooms daily will ensure a continuous flow of blooms all 

summer. Encourage others to grow our national flower by sharing your roses with them. 

And if you have any rose question be sure to call or e-mail one of our consulting 

rosarians. Happy Father’s Day (where it applies) and Happy Rose Growing in June 

(applies to all)!  


